
MISSION
The Tolson Center for Community Excellence empowers lives 
through inclusive learning, recreation and cultural exchange, 
opening doors to bright futures.

VISION
The Tolson Center for Community Excellence will be a 
centerpiece for an enlivened south-central Elkhart, a premier 
destination for neighbors near and far, and a pathway to equity 
and opportunity for all. 

WHERE WE’RE GOING
We’ve spent the last two years planning and fundraising to 
build a state-of-the-art community center and park to serve the 
City of Elkhart. Our center will enable equity and opportunity 
for neighbors near and far. As we continue to build momentum 
and build partnerships with multiple local organizations, we 
are committed to providing high quality programming with 
excellence. When fully programmed, we anticipate serving 
300-500 individuals on a daily basis.
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MILESTONES
We have a final building design! 
We worked with a minority-owned 
architecture firm, Meticulous Design 
+ Architecture, to design our new 
community center. Our center is now 
double in size at 30,000 sq. ft. and will 
include two gymnasiums, classrooms, a 
dance room, concessions, a commercial 
kitchen, and much more.

Funding raised through 2023: $13.5M

Over 100 donors have supported Tolson 
since its new beginning back in 2020

Over 2500+ hours volunteered by a 15 
member board and 20 at-large committee 
members who are guiding the vision 
of our reimagined Tolson Center for 
Community Excellence

Groundbreaking Celebration held in May 
2022 with over 100 community members 
attending

Significant support of $5M towards 
our reimagined Tolson Center, and 
another $700K each year for 10 years for 
operations from the City of Elkhart.

Opening Date: November of 2023

1320 Benham Ave
Elkhart, IN 46516

tolson.org

@tolsoncentro

“Over the past two years a lot of time, talent, and trea-
sure has gone into making the new reimagined Tolson 
Center for Community Excellence. We are grateful for 
the significant support and look forward to our next big 
milestone, grand opening in late fall of 2023.”

BREANNA ALLEN, Executive Director


